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MAIN ROADS — INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS — ABORIGINAL PARTICIPATION 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.05 am]: I rise to update the house on the progress 
made to improve access to remote Aboriginal communities and increase employment opportunities for Aboriginal 
people on infrastructure projects. Main Roads Western Australia has established an Aboriginal advisory group 
comprising Aboriginal business representatives from across the state who are advocates for positive change. I had the 
pleasure of attending a meeting in July this year and the level of engagement and commitment to grow and support 
Aboriginal businesses was extremely encouraging. Requirements within Main Roads’ contracts have been amended 
to include mandatory Aboriginal participation plans; mandatory and incentivised targets for Aboriginal employment; 
and price preferences up to $500 000 for tenders that include Aboriginal employment and subcontracting 
arrangements to registered Aboriginal businesses. 
In 2019–20, $62.3 million was spent with Aboriginal businesses, which equates to 6.7 per cent of total spend and 
nearly half a million hours were worked by Aboriginal people; that is, 10.3 per cent of total hours worked. In 
2019–20, 14.8 per cent of contracts with a value of $26.1 million were awarded directly to Aboriginal businesses 
against the state government’s Aboriginal procurement policy target of two per cent for 2019–20. Examples of 
projects include the Great Northern Highway upgrade, from Maggie Creek to Wyndham. An average of 33 per cent 
of the onsite workforce were Aboriginal and 14 per cent of contract spend went to Aboriginal businesses. Five Aboriginal 
ex-inmates released on parole from the Wyndham Work Camp secured full-time employment within the road 
construction industry. I met a number of those workers when we officially opened the Maggie Creek works just 
over 12 months ago. 
The Broome–Cape Leveque Road upgrade is another success story in providing employment opportunities for 
local Aboriginal communities. Aboriginal employment for the project as at July was 55 per cent of total labour 
hours worked. 
Wiluna–Meekatharra road: earlier this year 12 Martu workers took part in comprehensive training to work on 
a pilot project to seal five kilometres of the Goldfields Highway near Wiluna. The program was made possible 
through the advocacy of Hon Kyle McGinn. I thank also the Department of Training and Workforce Development 
for its work in that area. I met the trainees who are involved in the road construction, from traffic management 
through to operating the larger machinery and equipment. Main Roads is currently working with the shire to 
develop further opportunities to continue this work. 

I also recently visited Laverton where the Wongutha Way Alliance is delivering the $20 million contract to seal 
Great Central Road, Outback Way. The alliance contract has brought together Carey MC, which has a wealth of 
knowledge about local Aboriginal people, and the Central Earthmoving Company, which has extensive experience 
in delivering road projects. Our goal is to provide 20 to 30 jobs for local Aboriginal people within one of 
Western Australia’s most remote regions. I am incredibly proud of our achievements in improving work and business 
opportunities for Aboriginal people and look forward to continuing to do so through our key infrastructure projects. 
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